
A NEW HOME 
FOR OUR CITY ARCHIVES 

The City of Winnipeg’s Historic Archives 
When A.M. Brown was hired to be the first City Clerk of the new City of Winnipeg in February 1874 his first 
assignment from the City Council was to “obtain a cupboard to contain the Corporation papers.”  During the 144 
years that followed, Winnipeg has done an outstanding job of preserving and making available its unique archival 
heritage. 
 
Valued at $4 million, the City of Winnipeg Archives are the most extensive and most significant city archives in 
Western Canada. 10,418 linear feet of historic records are currently split between two warehouses. They include 
letters of citizens, council minutes and city by-laws, photographs, architectural and engineering drawings of city 
buildings, fire insurance plans, city directories, private records of individuals who have contributed to the makeup 
of the city, and much, much more. 

“The City of Winnipeg possesses one of the most complete collections of

civic documents in Canada. This archive is a rich and largely unequaled

resource in Canada for investigations into… taxation policies, political

representation, challenges of infrastructure development (including

flooding), evolution of public health, public transportation, policing and

crime.”   Dr. Nolan Reilly 

 

The City Archives have “great records” for studying the "fascinating, if

often hidden, Indigenous history" of and in Winnipeg. The staff and the

records challenge this erasure and "deserve special care and protection."  

Dr. Mary Jane McCallum

Problems with the Current Building and Location 
Until 2016, the historic materials were housed in the old Carnegie Library at 380 William Avenue. After a 
leaking roof resulted in extensive water damage to the building and to many records, the collection and staff 
were relocated to a temporary home at 50 Myrtle Street. This was not intended to be permanent. The Archives 
staff have done a good job of mitigating most of the physical problems with the building, but it was not 
designed to house precious historic records. The building’s isolation makes it very difficult for academic and 
community researchers to access. There is limited space for them to work. A better, more accessible facility 
would allow students to see the records and learn about Winnipeg history. 
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Students used to be regularly sent to the City Archives to do research, but 

since the archives has moved the common space is much smaller. It is no 

longer productive to bring classes to the Archives. Prof. Serena Keshavjee 

notes that this has "impoverished the students' research experience" and 

kept scholars from doing new work about the city. 

 

Recently a student project on the history of Gothic Revival churches in 

Winnipeg suffered because records were "boxed and unaccessible" for 

student use, according to instructor Claire LaBrecque.

We Can Do Better: Other Cities Do! 
The City of Winnipeg facilities for preserving its historical archives don't match up to other municipal archives 
of similar size. 
 

City of Ottawa Archives: established 1976. The Central Archives is a 

state-of-the-art, LEED gold facility opened in 2011. It has 4 climate- 

controlled vaults capable of storing 148,000  linear feet, a conservation 

lab and a gallery. There are two other facilities in other locations. 

Population: 947,000 people 

 

City of Edmonton Archives: established 1974. Moved to the centrally 

located, historic Prince of Wales Armories Heritage Centre in 1992. There 

is a purpose-built archives building inside the Centre with 26,247 linear 

feet of storage. Population:  928,182. 

 

Archives La Ville de Quebec: established 1924. On the 4th floor of the 

Bibliothèque Gabrielle-Roy, in a central location, with 2,500 linear feet 

held in a vault in the library and their main holdings in the remote Centre 

de Documents Semi-Actifs with a 40,000 linear foot capacity. 

Population: 538,000.

Plans are underway to relocate the City's most current records to a new building that is in every way superior to 
its present location on Ross Ave. But the fate of the historic archives is uncertain. In 2016, a City of Winnipeg 
report presented several options for the future of the Archives.  The City would “continue to plan for the 
relocation of the Archives and Access and Privacy Office into suitable space at a later date.”  But so far, there is 
no new plan. 

Winnipeg's documentary heritage deserves a new home 


